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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment filed 9/3/2004. 

2. In the amendment, Claims 1-36 have been cancelled and claims 37-63 are newly 
added claims. 

3. The rejections of claims 1-36 have been withdrawn because of cancellation of 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 37-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Microsoft Excel 2000 (pp. 1-11: Copyright 1985-1999). 

In regard to independent claim 37, Microsoft Excel discloses displaying a 
column on a display screen, wherein the column comprises a first set of data in a first 
sub-column and a second set of data in a second sub-column, wherein the first sub- 
column comprises a first set of fields displayed vertically, wherein the second sub-column 
comprises a second set of fields displayed vertically (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. 
shows a first and second sub-column within a column where the fields are displayed 
vertically), wherein the column comprises a column label substantially spanning at least 
a combined width of the first sub-column and the second sub-column (MS Excel Page 7 
Figure 7 i.e. shows a column label spanning the width of the first and second sub- 
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columns), and wherein the displaying the column on the display screen comprises 
displaying the first sub-column on a left side of the second sub- column (MS Excel Page 7 
Figure 7 i.e. shows a first sub-column displayed to the left of a second sub-column); 
receiving user input to change a display order of the first sub-column and the second 
sub-column; and redisplaying the column on the display screen in response to the 
receiving the user input to change the display order of the first sub-column and the 
second sub-column (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows characters that the user inputs 
into the columns and Page 10 Figure 10 shows where the first and second sub columns 
are reverses), wherein the redisplaying the column on the display screen comprises 
changing the display order by displaying the first sub-column on a right side of the 
second sub-column. (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. it is know that the columns can be in 
different orders) 

In regard to dependent claim 38, which depends on claim 37, Microsoft Excel 
discloses wherein the column label is displayed atop the column, (MS Excel Page 7 
Figure 7 Line 5 i.e. shows columns that are labeled with Number and Operation) 

In regard to dependent claim 39, which depends on claim 38, Microsoft Excel 
discloses wherein a first field label is displayed atop the first sub-column and below the 
column label wherein a second field label is displayed atop the second sub-column and 
below the column label (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 Lines 4 and 5 show first and second 
sub-columns that are labeled with Number and Operation and the labels are below the 
label of the main column), and wherein the second field label is displayed alongside the 
first field label (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 Line 5 i.e. shows columns that are labeled 
with Number and Operation which are beside each other) 
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In regard to dependent claim 40, which depends on claim 37, Microsoft Excel 
discloses wherein the first set of data or the second set of data comprises one or more 
mathematical operators. (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows columns that contain 
mathematical operators) 

In regard to dependent claim 41, which depends on claim 37, Microsoft Excel 
discloses wherein the first set of data or the second set of data comprises one or more 
numeric values. (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows colunms that contain numeric 
values) 

In regard to dependent claim 42, which depends on claim 37, Microsoft Excel 
discloses wherein the first set of data or the second set of data comprises one or more 
numeric values. (MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows columns that contain comment 
strings) 

In regard to dependent claim 43, which depends on claim 37, Microsoft Excel 
discloses wherein the column comprises a third set of data in a third sub-column, 
wherein the third sub-column comprises a third set of fields displayed vertically (MS 
Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows a first and second sub-column and it is understood the a 
third column can be added); and wherein the column label spans at least a combined 
width of the first sub-column, the second sub-column, and the third sub-column. (MS 
Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows a column label the spans the width of the first and 
second sub-columns and it is understood that it can extend over a third sub-column) 

In regard to dependent claim 44, which depends on claim 37, Microsoft Excel 
discloses displaying an additional column on the display screen, wherein the additional 
column comprises a fourth set of data in a fourth sub-column and a fifth set of data in a 
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fifth sub-column, wherein the fourth sub-column comprises a fourth set of fields displayed 
vertically, wherein the fifth sub-column comprises a fifth set of fields displayed vertically 
(MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows a first and second sub-column and it is understood 
the a third, fourth and fifth column can be added and be displayed vertically), wherein the 
additional column comprises an additional column label substantially spanning a 
combined width of the fourth sub-column and the fifth sub- column. (MS Excel Page 5 
Figure 5 i.e. shows a label that spans the width of several columns) 

In regard to dependent claim 45, which depends on claim 37, Microsoft Excel 
discloses wherein the first set of data and the second set of data comprise one or more 
mathematical operators and one or more numeric values (MS Excel Page 3 Figure 3 i.e. 
shows mathematical and numeric values in columns); and wherein the method further 
comprises: automatically calculating a result by applying the mathematical operators to 
the numeric values; and displaying the result on the display screen, (MS Excel Page 3 
Figure 3 Line 8 i.e. shows the calculation the numeric values in Lines 3-7) 

In regard to independent claims 46 and 55, claims 46 and 55 reflect similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 37 and are rejected along the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claims 47 and 56, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 
claims 47 and 56 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 38 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claims 48 and 57, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 

claims 48 and 57 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 39 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 
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In regard to dependent claims 49 and 58, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 

claims 49 and 58 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 40 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claims 50 and 59, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 

claims 50 and 59 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 41 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claims 51 and 60, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 

claims 51 and 60 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 42 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claims 52 and 61, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 

claims 52 and 61 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 43 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claims 53 and 62, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 

claims 53 and 62 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 44 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claims 54 and 63, which depend on claims 46 and 55, 

claims 54 and 63 reflect similar subject matter claimed in claim 45 and are rejected along 
the same rationale 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 37-63 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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The applicant argues that there is no teaching of a single column comprising two 
side-by-side sub-columns (Page 9 Lines 25-26). However MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. 
shows a first and second sub-column within a column. 

The applicant argues that there is no teaching of a single column label (PagelO 
Line 1). However MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 shows columns with a single label. 

The applicant argues that there is no teaching changing the display of the columns 
to display the first column to the right of the second column (Page 10 Lines 4-8). 
However in MS Excel Figures 7 and 10 it is know that the columns can be in different 
orders. 

The applicant argues that there is no teaching of two sub-column labels below a 
column label (Page 10 Lines 12-15). However, MS Excel Page 7 Figure 7 Lines 4 and 5 
show first and second sub-columns that are labeled with Number and Operation and the 
labels are below the label of the main column. 

The applicant argues that there is no teaching of a third column that can be added 
and a label spanning the width of three columns (Page 10 Lines 20-23). However MS 
Excel Page 7 Figure 7 i.e. shows a first and second sub-column and it is understood that a 
third column can be added and MS Excel Page 5 Figure 5 i.e. shows a label that spans the 
width of several columns. 

Conclusion 

1. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Londra C Burge whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4122. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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